
c.49.63: Offices 

1898 09 21 

What is the most marvellous invention of the Queen's reign? The electric telegraph, the sewing 
machine, the telephone, the X rays - any one of a dozen things might be mentioned. It is however the 
phonograph - a bit of glass in a frame, a bit of sapphire, a waxen cylinder, a machine that revolves by 
clockwork, and a tin horn. Result, the human voice has been caught, imprisoned and made to repeat 
itself again and again for all time. Though the phonograph is an endless source of pleasure it has a 
serious side. No business office today is up to date without it. It is invaluable in answering 
correspondence, as it can be dictated to at any time as fast as you speak. And phonographs are now in 
universal use in teaching elusive pronunciation of foreign languages. (& 28th pi) 

1904 04 28 c 

A man was sitting quietly in his office in Cambridge the other day when he heard a buzzing noise and 
looking down he saw smoke and flame issuing from his coat tail pocket. He tore the coat from his 
back and succeeded, with difficulty, in putting out the flames. On investigation he found the fire had 
originated in a box of ‘safety’ matches. He admits he may have been sitting on the box but safety 
from friction is one of the ‘safety’s’ strong points. The manufacturer says that the head of a match 
may have come into contact with the side of the box but he feels it ignited by the heat of his body and 
has banished them from his house, his office and his person for ever 

1947 10 13 

Sir - We secretaries, typists and general office workers of this town have a grievance. Isn't it time 
something was done about the congestion existing in the Cafeterias and Quick Service Restaurants at 
all the rush hour times, caused by the invasion of undergraduates. Surely the facilities at the various 
colleges provide them with a mid-day meal, and if this should not prove sufficient, why must they 
patronise all the catering establishments at the critical time when we, the working population, adjourn 







for lunch? Owing to the acute food shortage, after spending the first 20 minutes of our brief lunch 
hour queueing, we arrive at the service counter to find all the most nourishing dishes gone and have to 
satisfy ourselves with the inevitable sausages and other equally indifferent fare. (This can become 
extremely monotonous every day). One of many "Hungry Typists", Yours etc Mavis Bennett, Gt 
Shelford 

1954 07 31 

Cambridge city council attacked the County Council’s cavalier attitude over their grandiose scheme 
for the replacement of the demolished Shire Hall Courts on Castle Hill. They can no longer tolerate 
the attitude of a powerful section of the County Council who seem bent on pursuing their own course 
with all the insensibility of a bureaucratic bulldozer. The Government has indicated it is likely to 
introduce Local Government reform and it is foolhardy to proceed with a scheme for more office 
accommodation when certain functions might transfer to the City Council and thus make the extra 
offices unnecessary. City residents provide 75 per cent of the county rate and should have a fair say in 
any such scheme 

1954 08 06 

Emmanuel Street offices, p9 
1954 11 20 

“The introduction of electronic accounting machines into the office will revolutionise accounting 
procedures and within a decade a managing director will be able to press a button and receive an up- 
to-the-minute balance sheet”. This is the logical development of the punched-card system, a 
representative of Powers-Samas Accounting Machines told Cambridge accountants. 


1964 10 23 

Proposals to develop the Gonville Hotel site for a five-storey office bock had been turned down on the 
grounds that it would encourage the introduction of new firms into Cambridge, undermining the basic 
principle of the restriction of employment and the stabilisation of population. Since then the council 
had changed its policy but had not told Sindall’s the applicant. There was an urgent need for offices 
for professional firms displaced as a result of the Lion Yard development, an inquiry was told. 64 10 
23a 

1966 07 02 

Chesterton RDC new offices at Gt Eastern House, Station Road, to open - 66 07 02 # c.35.1 

1967 05 06 

Shire Hall redevelopment envisages 15-storey block of offices and law court, car parking under 
pedestrian precinct - 67 05 06 # c.35.1 

1970 06 10 

De Vere granted permission for hotel and office block at Pound Hill - but will be inquiry - 70 06 10 

1971 02 06 

County Hall Hobson Street may be sold by county council to raise money for new offices behind 
Shire Hall - 71 02 06 

1971 03 12 

Market Hill redevelopment - British Cinemas to build offices and shops at 3-5 but plaster ceilings and 
beams to be preserved - 71 03 12 # c.61 



1972 05 06 

New plans for office block development on the corner of Bridge Street and Round Church Street, 
Cambridge, are likely to be submitted soon, said developers, the Scottish Mutual Assurance 
Society. The Department of the Environment's refusal of the previous plans was announced yesterday, 
after a seven-year wrangle between developers, planners, and preservationists which culminated in a 
public inquiry last December. One of the crucial points of the first scheme was the future of number 
10 Bridge Street on the corner which was to have been demolished. Objectors feared this would 
enable city planners to push back the building line in Round Church Street and set a radical precedent 
that would ruin the whole street, p9 

1973 06 29 

Latest casualty in the Hills Road office redevelopment programme is the 100-year-old Methodist 
Church. Demolition work started yesterday. In autumn last year any people were surprised to learn 
that an active church in so sound a financial position and such good repair should close its doors. But 
the trustees had been aware for some time that the building was just too large; it has a seating capacity 
for 750 and a congregation of less than 200. The congregation transferred to the Wesley Church, 
Christ's Pieces, or to other Methodist churches closer to their homes. The property went on the market 
in November 1972. 

1973 10 25 

De Vere have finally abandoned their plans to build a 5-star 200-bedroom hotel at Cambridge's Mount 
Pleasant - Huntingdon Road junction. Instead the company have suggested to planners that the site 
could be used for a four-storey block of residential flats with a restaurant, showrooms, offices and a 
bank included in the development. The company say it is "no longer economically viable" to go ahead 
with the hotel project which has been on the stocks for four years. It is being suggested that the 
originally estimated building costs of around £2 million has now risen to about £3.8 mi llion 

1974 07 19 

Parry Lewis and his team of planners have examined the possibility of expanding Cambridge. Their 
studies convince them the best plan was to expand the city in a southern direction. Development 
would follow a line east of the new Western bypass. A second shopping centre would be located to 
the south-west of Trumpington. There would in addition be various district centres and a suitable 
amount of industrial and office development 

1976 03 20 

Office clampdown, p5 


1976 12 17 

A storm of protest followed the building of a line of office blocks in Hills Road, Cambridge, about 
three years ago. Public meetings were organised and people claimed the character of the area was 
being ruined, good housing lost and small shops demolished or forced out of business. Most of the 
offices replaced large terraced houses of little architectural interest. But the busy main road was not an 
ideal site for housing and several were no longer private homes. The new buildings are individually of 
quite a high standard, but they appear completed isolated and out of character with the shopping area. 
They need something to break up their long facades and link them with the variety and bustle of the 
shopping area. But the offices have injected a new source of life into the area; already a bank and 
several eating places have opened up, presumably to catch the lunch time trade from the offices. 

1977 04 23 

The new Bridge House office block and restored 16th-century buildings in Bridge Street, Cambridge, 
are a landmark and inspiration, said the Mayor, Coun Bob May, when he opened the £1.3 million 
redevelopment. “If only the architects had been involved at Lion Yard then things might have turned 
out differently there”, he said. He praised the skill with which the historic and environmentally 
important site had been handled by the Scottish Mutual Assurance Society and its architects, Saunders 



Boston of Cambridge. It was an outstanding example of how a new building could be fitted into an 
old environment and how old buildings could be preserved. 

1977 07 11 

A woman celebrated 50 years as a typist with the University Typewriting Office Ltd in Cambridge. 
Miss Dulcie Smith from Histon joined the firm when staff were enjoying new found freedom. “We 
were never allowed to come to the office unless we were properly dressed with hats and gloves and 
just before that the staff were never allowed to go into colleges unless they were chaperoned”, she 
said. She has typed thousands of letters, accounts, theses and reports for dons and students and had to 
master the art of typing in a number of languages without having any knowledge of them. 

1977 08 19 

Theoretically worth over £150,000 a year in rent, the 47,000 square foot office accommodation above 
the Lion Yard has stood empty since the precinct opened nearly two years ago. Agents trying to let the 
offices blame the economic malaise for their lack of success. The high price of central car parking is 
also a barrier. The city council made a former builders’ site available to encourage offers and now one 
taker has at last been found. Vinters, the Cambridge solicitors have taken space. But Bidwells say 
matters will only improve when companies begin to expand and the perpetually optimistic estate 
agents say it is beginning to happen. 

1978 06 05 

Most of the offices built on top of the City Council’s Lion Yard complex in the centre of Cambridge 
are still unoccupied - nearly three years after completion of the development. Now councillors are 
concerned about the loss of rents and want more intensive steps taken to find tenants for the block, 
which is gathering dust. Only 5,750 feet has been let, to a subsidiary of Barclay’s Bank but 
negotiations are now taking place with two organisations. If these fall through some councillors think 
they should let charity organisations use them 

1978 10 04 

Some of the long-disused offices above Cambridge’s Lion Yard shopping complex may soon be 
turned into restaurants. The plans have been warmly greeted by councillors who have complained for 
a long time about the empty space standing in one of the city’s key commercial positions. The 
applicants want to rent the bulk of the ground floor and turn it into two restaurants, one catering for 
general medium price trade and the other as a high-class ‘night life’ restaurant. The three-storey office 
block which contains thousands of square feet of space has been standing empty since the 
development was completed three years ago. 

1979 04 12 

A new building jutting into the Cambridge skyline from the top of Castle Hill has filled in the city’s 
largest hole. The site was to have been used for the De Vere Hotel but after several planning 
applications were rejected the firm pulled out and the hole was left. Then came plans for a complex of 
shops, a petrol station, a bank, offices and maisonettes but each scheme failed. The site is now being 
developed as a 42,000 sq ft office building though the project has not gone without a hitch. The first 
Cambridge builders folded and the developers had to find another firm in a hurry. All they have to do 
now is to let the place —and there are many who say that Cambridge is overstocked with offices 
already. 

1979 07 18 

Not everyone in Cambridge sees Mount Pleasant House but to those who use Huntingdon Road this 
new office block bulks very large indeed. The initial scheme was described as “Excessively bulky, un- 
neighbourly, inconsiderate of adjoining owners and occupiers, out of scale with its surroundings and 
over-dominant in the local scene’ by the Environment Minister but his decision to reject it was 
reversed at a subsequent inquiry. There will be 16 trees round the main building together with a 
number of shrubs but it will always look what it is - 50,000 square feet of office space. 



1979 08 22 

At the back of the Shire Hall and behind the Sir Isaac Newton pub in Cambridge sits a small, portable 
office. It houses four dedicated workers who are preparing for nuclear war and other major disasters 
such as flooding, hurricanes and air crashes. Total nuclear war is a frightening prospect and the 
Government has taken steps to plan for such a holocaust. Now parish councillors are to be trained as 
the latest part of the contingency plans; they would act as ‘community advisors’, helping to bring life 
back to normal in highly disrupted areas. 

1979 09 11 

Ronelles, a disco restaurant, will soon open above Lion Yard in the heart of Cambridge and one of the 
city’s most interesting business gambles will be under way. It’s a big bet. The lease is long but the 
odds are short that young Cambridge people will patronise a place which they have long insisted is 
overdue. The club will have a membership of 500 and be relatively expensive with a £100 a year 
membership fee. It will have an elevated restaurant, two bars, a dance floor, a waterfall and cabins. 
These together with palm trees and a native mask on the logo suggest the premises may have a 
Caribbean flavour. It will be a welcome solution to an embarrassing problem for the space, originally 
intended for offices, has stayed empty for years. 

1979 12 04 

Cambridge councillors and top officials entered the Mayor’s Guildhall office and retrieved documents 
he had impounded after a furious showdown earlier in the day. The documents relate to a bitter ten- 
year planning wrangle over plans for a house in Orchard Street. The seizure of the papers was 
described as an unprecedented step and now the Mayor has called for the Chief Executive and the 
City Secretary and Solicitor to be relieved of their duties until a full inquiry is held. 

1980 01 30 

The new magistrates’ courts, perched above the Lion Yard car park have been built to last for the next 
100 years at a cost of £1.7 million. Some wonder how Cambridge managed to acquire such an 
expensive addition to the skyline in these times of stringent public spending cuts, the answer seems to 
be that it won its case just in time. Today the verdict would be different. After years of less-than- 
satisfactory courtroom conditions we have something of a showpiece. Compared to the old courts the 
new carpeted building is luxury itself. “From boarding house to Hilton” was how one prison officer 
described it. In fact the only criticism is that some people will consider the edifice ‘too good’ 

80 01 30 

1980 02 12 

South Cambridgeshire District Councillors agreed an extension to their offices costing nearly £\Vi m 
in spite of opposition which claimed the move was ill-timed in the light of Government cuts. At 
present their administration is divided between Great Eastern House, in Station Road and South 
Cambridgeshire Hall about a quarter of a mile away. The aim is to sell off this site for offices which 
would help offset costs of the new council chamber and car park. But some say there would be more 
advantages in developing a site outside Cambridge with a city office to deal with the public. 80 02 12 



